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SUBJECT: PENDING US BAN ON USE OF SACCHARIN IN FOOD AND 
BEVERAGES 

REF: STATE 63338 

1 . AT THE PRESENT TIME MAURITIUS HAS NO LAW OR REGULATION 
CONTROLLING THE USE OF SACCHARIN IN FOOD OR DRUG PRODUCTS. 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH HAS AUTHORITY TO APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE 
IMPORTATION OF SACCHARIN SINCE IT IS CATEGORIZED AS A DRUG 
AND IS SOLD BY PHARMACIES TO DIABETICS. 

2. CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH INFORMED 
EMBASSY THAT MAURITUS HEALTH AUTHORITIES NORMALLY WILL BAN 
DURGS FOUND HARMFUL BY FDA OR OTHER GOVERNMENTS' HEALTH OR 
DRUG RESEARCH DEPARTMENTS. HE RECALLED THE BAN ON CYCLAMATES 
SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHICH MAURITIUS IMPOSED FOLLOWING THE FDA 
ACTION. 
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